The use of drugs in older adults and the implications for clinical management and service development: Help with a part-time PhD study
Research in the area of drug use and ageing has tended to concentrate on people who stop using drugs as they get older (essentially ‘maturing out’ of drug use). I am currently undertaking a PhD study however, which is exploring the lifestyles of current older drug users – essentially how and why they are using drugs at this point in their life.
To do this I am looking to interview anyone over the age of 50 who has used an illicit drug in the last year. If this is you, and you feel that you would be able to help me, I would be very interested in hearing from you. 
Interviews would be at a place where you felt comfortable and should last no longer than 2 hours at the very most (the longest interview I’ve done so far has been around 90 minutes). Ideally I would like to record the interview to make sure that everything you tell me is detailed accurately. You would be allowed to stop the interview whenever you wished, or skip over any questions you didn’t want to answer. The interview would be about you as a person, your current circumstances and your drug use.

If you are interesting in helping you can get in touch with me through my college email address, which is markbmason@brookes.ac.uk. I am based in London but am happy to travel across the UK.

I would be more than happy to provide any further information about the study, or talk to you about any issues or concerns you might have.

Thank you very much indeed.
Mark Mason
